THE SCHOOLS AND THE SCHOLARS

anonymous host of the wandering scholars, gathered from
every nation in Europe to seek learning and escape from
tedium.

4. The Teaching Scene
Up to the present in this study the words School and
University have been used as though they were virtually
synonymous. "I go to the Schools," said the twelfth-century
boy, as he kissed his mother good-bye and trudged down
the road which led to Paris, If he said it before 1160, or there-
abouts, he meant the Cathedral School: if he began his journey
after that date, he meant the studium generate or University.
That is to say, he meant it if he sought Paris or Bologna or
Orleans: but if Chartres was the goal of his journey, he would
mean by it a Cathedral School throughout the century, for
Chartres, though by far the greatest house of learning of them
all, never became a university.
Universities were never precisely founded. They evolved
gradually out of the Cathedral School, the most elastic of all
the earlier medieval instruments of education. The process is
a story with three phases. In the earliest phase there is a master,
appointed by the bishop or the chapter, with one or two
assistants, and a body of perhaps a hundred students. There is
but little organization, for none is needed; and it occurs to
neither master nor students to get their rights and privileges
defined and guaranteed. They stand in need neither of pro-
tection nor assertion. Then there comes the sudden passion for
learning, for which, as has already been said, the historian is
bound to postulate a miracle. At first it is tied to the magic
of famous names, a William of Champeau, an Anselm of
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